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New York, NY (May 5, 2011) – Louise Burke, Executive Vice President and Publisher, announced today 

that Threshold Editions will publish an explosive memoir by Jose A. Rodriguez, Jr., the former Director of 

the CIA’s National Clandestine Service.  HARD MEASURES, co-authored with Bill Harlow, former chief 

spokesman for the CIA, will detail Rodriguez’s role in helping lead the fight against Al Qa’ida. 

Osama Bin Laden’s death is the culmination of years of covert operations and tactics largely overseen by 

Rodriguez from 2001 to late 2007. During Rodriguez's  at times controversial tenure, CIA officers 

captured and detained senior Al Qa'ida operatives and implemented Enhanced Interrogation Techniques 

as an integral tool in the War on Terror.  HARD MEASURES will examine how the current political 

climate and resultant policies have negatively impacted the CIA’s efficiency and taken away the 

mechanisms that made feats like this week’s successful operation possible.  Rodriguez will, for the first 

time publicly, describe why he ordered the destruction of videotapes of Al Qa'ida operatives undergoing 

interrogation and he will write about subsequently being subjected to a three year investigation by the 

Department of Justice. 

 "The actions we took in the aftermath of 9/11 were harsh but necessary and effective. These steps were 

fully sanctioned and carefully followed.  The detention and interrogation of top terrorists like Abu 

Zubaydah, Khalid Sheikh Muhammed and Abu Faraj al-Libbi yielded breakthroughs which have kept this 

country safe," Rodriguez said.  "The reluctance to capture, hold and effectively question such terrorists 

now will inevitably put our country at greater risk," he added. 

Said Louise Burke, “The takedown of Osama Bin Laden has renewed our nation’s focus on the world of 

covert operations and enhanced interrogation, and we are excited to contribute to the dialogue with the 

authoritative, inside voice of Jose Rodriguez.” 

Jose A. Rodriguez joined the Central Intelligence Agency in 1976 and served with the Agency for 31 

years. At the time of his retirement he was the Director of the National Clandestine Service, the head of 

all human clandestine operations for the CIA and responsible for the coordination of human operations 

for the intelligence community.  As a former Director of the Counterterrorism Center he lead the 

worldwide intelligence collection programs and covert action operations against international 

terrorist organizations following the ouster of terrorists from Afghanistan after the 9/11 

attacks. 

Bill Harlow is the former chief spokesman for the Central Intelligence Agency.  He was the co-author of 

former Director George Tenet’s #1 New York Times bestseller:  “At the Center of the Storm” which was 

published in 2007.  He is a retired Naval Officer who served in top spokesman jobs at the White House, 

Pentagon and CIA.  

World rights were acquired from Scott Moyers at the Wylie Agency.   A Spring 2012 publication is 

planned. 



Threshold Editions is an imprint of Simon & Schuster.  Simon & Schuster, a part of CBS Corporation, is a global leader in the 
field of general interest publishing, dedicated to providing the best in fiction and nonfiction for consumers of all ages, across all 
printed, electronic, and audio formats. Its divisions include Simon & Schuster Adult Publishing, Simon & Schuster Children’s 
Publishing, Simon & Schuster Audio, Simon & Schuster Online, and international companies in Australia, Canada, and the United 
Kingdom.  For more information, visit our website at http://www.simonsays.com  
 

For Immediate Release 
Contact:  Jean Anne Rose 

212-698-7579 
 

 

 

http://www.simonsays.com/

